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SUBJECT: TENNECO SEVEN 

REF: A. ADDIS 6162 

B. STATE 115637 

C. ASMARA 420 

D. KHARTOUM 1245 

1. IT APPEARS FROM REF C AND OTHER LOCAL INFORMATION THAT 
RELEASE OF HOSTAGES COMPLICATED BY POWER STRUGGLE BETWEEN 
ELF AND PLF FACTIONS. BOTH FACTIONS OF THE ELF BELIEVE A 
RANSOM IS TO BE PAID AND ARE CONCERNED OVER WHICH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 116286 

GROUP WILL RECEIVE ALL OR PART OF IT. IF RADICAL 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

ELEMENT, WHO WE BELIEVE TO BE HOLDING HOSTAGES RECEIVES 
MONEY, IT WILL LIKELY INCREASE ITS ARMAMENT AND INITIATE 
TERRORIST INCIDENTS TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE GENERAL COMMAND. 

CHINESE OR POSSIBLY NORTH KOREANS ARE REPORTED TO BE 
INVOLVED WITH RADICAL GROUP. WHILE ZEIN MAY DESIRE 
QUICK RELEASE OF HOSTAGES, ESPECIALLY THE NURSE, FACTIONAL 
DIVISIONS MAY HAMPER THIS COURSE. 

2. MISSIONARIES FEEL THAT IF RANSOM HAS BEEN PROMISED IT 
MUST BE PAID IN ACCORD WITH MUSLIM CODE. IN THAT CASE, 

THEY WOULD LIKE TO OBTAIN RELEASE OF NURSE EARLIER, PRIOR 
TO PAYMENT OF RANSOM SO NOT TO CONNECT THEM WITH RANSOM. 

IF NURSE RELEASE WAS TIED INTO RANSOM, MISSIONARIES DO 

NOT FEEL THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO OPERATE IN FUTURE. AN 
UNCONDITIONAL RANSOM WOULD LEAVE AN OPEN SEASON ON 
ALL AMERICANS. PER REF D, TRY TO CONVINCE ZEIN TO RELEASE 
GRANT AND DEBBIE AS A SHOW OF GOOD FAITH. HIS SUCCESS IN THE ACT 
WILL SHOW HIS CONTROL AND THAT OF THE LEADER IN WESTERN 
ERITREA OVER WHOLE SITUATION. 

3. PER REF D PARA 2. MISSIONARIES BELIEVES ALL 7 HOSTAGES LOCATED 
ABOUT 15 KMS OUTSIDE OF AGORDAT.PARA 4C. MISSIONAIRES AND CONGEN 
DON'T BELIEVE IEG WILL RELEASE POLITICAL PRISONERS. THERE IS 

HEAVY PUBLIC OUTCRY AGAINST KIDNAP OF DEBBIE. THIS SHOULD BE STRESSED 
IN NEGOTIATIONS. 

PERRY UNQUOTE KISSINGER 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, NEGOTIATIONS, HOSTAGES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 JUN 1974 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE1 16286 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: AF/E:BCROGERS:SM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 40-0820 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740679/aaaacqhg.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Reference: A. ADDIS 6162 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: garlanwa 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 APR 2002 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <30 JUL 2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TENNECO SEVEN 

TAGS: PINS, CASC, ET, ELF, TENNECO, (ZEIN) 

To: OTTAWA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




